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kept the poll open for two days, thus doing away with voting in
an electoral assembly. He revived the French system of the abso-
lute majority on the first ballot, but did not restore the ballotage,
or second ballot, on the former French system - that of dividing
the surplus votes between the two candidates with the next highest
number of votes - replacing this by a second ballot by which the
candidates with a relative majority is elected. This system has
remained peculiar to France. The Government adopted certain
devices intended to limit the independence of electors, such as the
nomination of 'official candidates' recommended to the electors
by the Government, whose candidature the officials had orders
to promote, the prohibition of meetings of electors, and the arbitrary
distribution of constituencies, which were so arranged as to split
up the large towns.
The political Press was placed under a regime devised with the
object of paralysing it, without reviving the censorship, The sanc-
tion of the Government was now required before a newspaper
could be founded, and ministers and prefects were given power to
take steps on their own responsibility which might lead to the
suspension or suppression of a newspaper without applying to
the courts of law. The only opposition papers to survive were
those tolerated by the Government.
The only elected body, the Corps Ugislatif, sat merely for a short
period, and its deliberations were not published; its functions were
confined to passing the laws previously prepared by the Conseil
d'£tat. The reaction was consummated by a return to the monarchy
under the form of an hereditary Empire, supplemented by the
creation of an Imperial court copied from that of the First Empire,
Considerable salaries were granted to the senators, and large
allowances to the deputies.
This absolutist monarchy, resting upon the army, rallied to it
the great majority of the nation; the peasants, who were still in-
different to political life, the bourgeoisie, whom it secured against
social agitation, a small section of the nobility, and almost the
whole of the clergy, who were pleased because they had acquired
authority over the schools, liberty of preaching, money grants,
and official honours. The deferential attitude of the Government
concealed a latent antagonism between the lower clergy, who were
partisans of the absolute power of the pope over the Church, and
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